Fools  Paradise Theatre Productions

Artistic Director :-
John Ballanger BA (Hons), OND (Bus.Stud.)

Responsibilities and duties:-

· Researching, writing, devising and directing productions.

· Client liaison from initial enquiry, formulation of proposals and budgets through development and completion.

· Contracting appropriate freelance performers, designers and technical staff.

· On-site liaison with venue management, caterers, sub-contracted companies and client.

· Interviews for television, radio and press inc. photo-calls, advance publicity and reviews.

· Master of Ceremonies, Cabaret, Character & Mask work in interactive performance.

· Consultant on all aspects of event management.
· Experienced Tutor of physical theatre and circus skills

2005/08 Productions include:-

· Shakespeare's Fools with the Musicians of the Globe; Neuss,Germany, Dubrovnic, Croatia, Chester Festival, Poole Arts Centre, Spain and Mexico.

· Jester of the Globe and musicians; Shakespeare Festival Gyula, Hungary & Craiovia, Romania.

· Festival of Fools, Muncaster Castle, Cumbria. Entertainments: Tower of London, Faversham Hop Festival, Kentwell Hall, Knebworth & Middle-Aston House and Xscape, Milton Keynes.

· Physicality of the Fool: masterclasses at the National Centre of Performing Arts, Mexico.

· Circus skills workshops for Oxfordshire County Council & Talentstop Summer school.

· Corporate work includes motivational workshops, conference break-outs, after-dinner speaking and entertainments particularly at Christmas.
2003/4 

· Period Entertainment for 4pm Events,New York with Cirque du Soleil. Greenwich Maritime Musem.
· Storyteller;  'Perseus and Medusa' Trentham Gardens,Stoke.

· Shakespeare's Fools; the Musicians of the Globe touring Europe:- Hungary,Frankfurt, Barcelona, Budapest, Prague, Vienna, Henley-on-Thames Festival, York Festival and the South Bank Centre

· Medieval Joust; Carisbrook Castle, Old Sarum and Pendennis Castle for English Heritage.

· Comedia dell 'Arte; Hampton Court Palace;The Guildhall, Armourers Hall, and Savoy Hotel

· 'Moulin Rouge' M.C.for Penguins Entertainments.

· Jesters; Museum services, Oxfordshire County Council & 400th Charter celebrations, Reading, Berks.

· 'Jester of the Year 2003' - The National Guild of Jesters.

	2002
· Shakespeare’s Fools; with the Musicians of the Globe touring Japan, Vilac, Austria & Utretch, Holland. 
·  Medieval Joust ; Carisbrooke Castle and St. George’s Day promotion for English Heritage.

·  Tudor entertainments for corporate clients; Hampton Court Palace.

· Costumed ‘A Midsummers Nights Dream’; The Rising Sun Players, Oxfordshire.

· Living history presentations; Museum of London.

· History of Commedia, Whitehall Place, London.

· Period entertainment, Queens College, Cambridge.
	2001

· Shakespeare’s Fools with the Musicians of the Globe; The Guildhall & Ravenna Festival, Italy.

· Henry V111 & court, Taylor Woodrow.

· IT Exhibition, Earls Court.

· Fools, Jesters & Stilt-walkers, Faversham Hop Festival, Kent.

· Peugot launch; Festival Theatre, Chichester.

· ‘Circus’; Corporate promotions, The London Eye.

· Masked Ball; The Red Cross, London Hilton.

· Victorian entertainment; Assembly Rooms, Bath.

· Historic characters; BT family fun days.


1985 - 2000
See separate sheet.
Formed Fools Paradise Theatre Productions to create ‘A Medieval Extravaganza’, with the New London Consort; Queen Elizabeth Hall, Barbican, Marlowe Theatre, Canterbury, touring Greece & Athens Festival. Also as a resource base it provides a large pool of freelance professional artists under a single artistic direction and management.


Fools Paradise Theatre Productions

2000
Shakespeare’s Fools with the Musicians of the Globe touring Japan, Cambridge Music Festival and Italy. Launch of ‘Attilla the Hun’ for Universal Studios, Cannes.  C20th. Century fairground acts, International Conference Centre, Berlin. “Awesome Wells”; Hollywood MC/Director - corporate’Oscar awards. Period entertainment; Christ college & Queens college, Cambridge.  Corporate entertainment; Shakespeare’s Globe, Bankside. Resident Jester; Kentwell Hall, Long Melford. Fortune-tellers; NEC, Birmingham
1999
Commedia dell’ Arte; Microsoft, Cruising the Mediterranean. Circus, Car launch, Majorca. Ambient Entertainment; Madame Taussauds. King Canute; Danish Tourist Board, Ironmongers Hall. Circus; IBM, ICC, Berlin. Period entertainment, The Royal Armoury, Leeds.

1998
C18th. Foyer; Handel, Queen Elizabeth Hall. C17th. Venice Carnivale; Logica , National Gallery. Hamlet, Danish Tourist Board, Armourers Hall. 50th. Anniversary of Independence, Sri Lanka. Eurostar; World Cup Final, Paris. Corporate entertainment; Shakespeare’s Globe.

1997
Early Music & Dance; Festival of Firsts, Shakespeare’s Globe.  Performance Management; Barclays Bank, ICC Birmingham.  Street Theatre; re-opening WH Smiths, nation-wide and  Microsoft , PC World; nation-wide. Tudor Cabaret; BT. Hampton Court.

1996
Elizabethan & Medieval foyer shows; Early Music Festival, South Bank Centre.  “Alice in Wonderland”; Reids Palace Hotel, Madeira.  ‘Robin Hood’, Warner Brothers, MIPTV, Cannes.  Commedia dell’ Arte; International Uranium, The Guildhall.

1995
“Carnivale” & “Lazarillo de Tormes” with the Gabrieli Consort & Players; Cit​​e de la Musique, Paris and Brinkburn Summer Music. Circus skills; IBM conference, Portugal. C18th. Venice; Pink Floyd’s organist wedding. Henry V111 & court; Bath Spa Hotel.
1994
‘Circa 1615’; Aldeburgh. ‘Ensalades’; New London Consort, Queen Elizabeth Hall.  
‘Andalucian Affair’; El Caballo de España, Audley End. ‘Save the Children’ charity ball, Penshurst Place.  Medieval entertainment, Archbishop’s Palace, Maidstone.
1993
‘Bonfires of Vanities’; NLC, tour of Northern Spain.  Night of Horror, Oakley Court. 

‘Black Country Bright Future’; CBI conference, Harrogate. Olde Tyme Music Hall, Eastbourne. Open Day; Charlecote Park. Theatre evening; World Travel Market.
1992
Consultancy for The Children’s Society, Covent Garden.  Night at the Races, NEC.  Dickensian Evening, Natural History Museum. Fuji TV ’Give-Up’, Kentwell Hall.

Surreal Theatre, Science Museum. Meeters & Greeters American Superbowl, Wembley.
1991
Support acts; John ‘Cougar’ Mellancamp, NEC & Wembley Arena. ‘Rock Circus’, Reading Rock Festival. Gala show European Clown Convention, Bognor Regis. Education Services, Historic Royal Palaces.  Shakespeare Evening, Stratford-upon-Avon.
1990
Nicholas Darkwood, ‘Pyromancer’, British Coal. Medieval Family Day, Barbican. 

George Davenport ‘Highwayman’, Leicester Guildhall. Jesters Ball, HRH Princess of Wales.

‘Comedy & Tragedy’, International Chaucer Congress, Canterbury. 

1989
‘Medieval Extravaganza’; NLC, Jerusalem Festival.  Street Theatre, Thorpe Park.

‘Pirate Night’, Leicester University. Chaucer Festival, London and Canterbury.
Commedia dell’ Arte; Venice Carnival. Elizabethan Masque, Osterley Park House.

1988
‘John the Juggling Jester’, World Expo, Brisbane, Australia.  Armada 400, Plymouth. Children’s Royal Variety Show, Victoria Palace Theatre.  St. Cuthbert’s Fayre, Durham.
‘Medieval Extravaganza’; NLC, Queen Elizabeth Hall.

1987
Gala show, European Juggling Convention, Saintes. Victorian Streets, Clerkenwell Festival.  Tudor Fayre; Mary Rose , Portsmouth.  Finale concert, Warwick Arts Festival. 
‘Honest John’; Liverpool Festival of Comedy, Greenwich Festival.

1986
HM The Queen’s 60th. birthday celebrations, Covent Garden.  Music Hall, Bahrain. 

Street Theatre, Stoke Garden Festival. ‘Medieval Extravaganza’; NLC, Maggio Musicale ,Florence.


